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7:17 am:
for an IHA student
By Sue Kenney

I swipe my bar code to enter the building
push past the double doors
to see you slumped
against your locker,
Good morning, pajama girl.
Sportsac backpack propped
like a pillow against the hard sea
of skinny metal boxes and blue tile wall.
Your uniform kilt
permanently pleated
floats around you like a
life preserver
your flannel pajamaed legs,
still warm and comfortable,
crossed pretzel-like
in front of you.
Our eyes meet,
we nod discreetly
each unwilling to break the silence
of this sacred hour.
This is your time.
The wide hallway,
the smooth, cool floor
smelling faintly of polish
belongs to you
until the double doors
bang open again,
spilling crashing waves
of kilts and sweaters,
iphones and computers,
books and water bottles all over
you breathe deep
collect your calm
and brace yourself
for the onslaught of the day.
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